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The 47th Annual General Meeting of the 

Trident Owners Association was held on 

Saturday 1 March at The Magpie Inn,            

64 Thames Street, Sunbury-on-Thames. 

The meeting opened at 1230 with eight members 

present. 

Apologies for absence: Apologies were 

received from Tony Furminger, Roger Coutu and 

David Blackburn 

Commodore’s address: The Commodore 

opened the meeting by thanking the Committee 

for their ongoing support.  

He said it had been a 

successful year for the 

Association and 

highlighted the South 

West laying up lunch and 

South Coast Rally. Plans 

were also underway for 

Trident Canto to be sailed 

from Australia to Bali. 

The role of the 

Association was then 

discussed. The Newsletter 

stood out for particular 

praise and the 

Commodore thanked Bob Doe and Chris Tabor 

for their continuing efforts.  

Bob added to this that the problems accessing 

the TOA website should soon be solved with the 

launch of a new site. The Commodore noted that 

the TOA Facebook page is taking off with 

around 40% of members signed up.  

Minutes of last AGM:  The minutes of the last 

AGM had been circulated. It was proposed by 

Jon Reed and seconded by John Whiteley that 

they be signed as a true record. This was carried 

unanimously. 

Matters arising: There were no matters arising. 

Treasurers Report (see separate report): The 

accounts were circulated. The rising cost of the 

Newsletter was discussed. Postage and the use of 

more colour printing is the cause but it was felt 

that the use of colour in the Newsletter was more 

than justified and postage is beyond the control 

of the TOA. A rise in subs was suggested as a 

solution but was unpopular and it was felt, it 

should only be used as a last resort. The accounts 

were proposed by Chris Tabor and seconded by 

Marion Quantrell. This was carried unanimously. 

Secretary’s Report: The Secretary reported that 

there were now 144 members, 

including 12 new members, 

112 Tridents and 32 associate 

members. Although member 

ship was down from last year, 

some boats had recently 

changed hands and it was 

hoped the new owners would 

join shortly.  

Election of the committee: 

John Whiteley proposed no 

change in the committee and 

Marion Quantrell seconded 

proposal.  This was carried 

unanimously.  

Regional Reports: It was hoped that there 

would be two rallies this year. The first to be 

held in Weymouth and the second, later in the 

Summer in The Solent. 

Any other business: Bob Doe  reported that the 

new website was almost ready to go and hoped 

to launch it in May.  

Award of Marcon Trophy: The Marcon 

Trophy for the best cruising log in a Trident was 

awarded in his absence to Roger Coutu and 

Escape. 

The Commodore thanked everyone for attending 

and closed the meeting at 13.25 
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Trident News is the largest single outgoing 

I HAVE KEPT TO the 

same simplified 

accounting method as has 

been used in previous 

years as it explains in 

simple terms our financial 

activities, allowing us to 

make direct comparison 

with previous years.  

Although there is a steady 

turnover of membership, 

total subscriptions remain much the same this 

year, and are the Associations main source of 

income.   

Expenditure appears to show a sharp upturn  

having risen from  £1511  to £2699.  This is 

because we had to replenish our stock of burgees 

and tankards.   

Tankards are awarded to Marcon Trophy 

winners, when they return the Trophy at the end 

of each year, and to retiring officers, and we 

found there was a substantial saving if we 

ordered a minimum number, rather than buying 

them individually when we needed to.   

These two items account for over £500 of the 

increased expenditure. 

There was a Newsletter 

photocopying bill for  

£252 brought forward 

from the previous year, 

which had not been 

presented in time to appear 

in last year’s accounts.     

You will also remember at 

the last AGM we agreed to 

make a donation of £100 

to the Hospice which 

looked after Jan Doe in the 

final months of her life, in 

recognition of the work 

she put in to the 

Association, particularly 

the website and 

Newsletter. 

Expenditure on the 

Newsletter remains our 

largest single outgoing,  

but the cost includes 

printing the Manual 

which is sent to all new 

members.  Chris Tabor is 

very resourceful in 

exploring the cheapest 

production and postage 

rates available, but 

nevertheless there has 

been a 20% increase in 

that cost this year. 

To meet these additional 

expenses we have had to 

draw on the Deposit Account, although  we will 

of course recover the cost of the regalia and 

burgees as we  sell them.  

With rising costs for printing and distributing the 

Newsletter, we will need to consider raising the 

annual subscription if every member is to receive 

a hard copy.   

An alternative would be to have a higher 

subscription for those who wish to receive a hard 

copy of the Newsletter, and a reduction for those 

who are happy to receive it by email.    

But to continue as we are, I suggest we consider 

increasing the subscription to £15.00 a year, as 

we clearly cannot continue to draw on the 

Deposit Account to cover our costs. 

Subscriptions are paid 

either directly or by 

Standing Order.  This 

means that when members 

leave the association it is 

essential they cancel the 

Standing Order themselves.  

The Banks will only accept 

instructions from the person 

who sets up a Standing 

Order, not from us. 

We agreed at last years 

AGM that the value of the 

Marcon Trophy should be 

added to the Association’s 

balance sheet.  Had it 

appeared in 2012, our total 

assets would have been  

£5350.49,  the £350 

difference being accounted 

for by the donation for Jan 

Doe,  and the outstanding 

photocopier bill. 

Jean Reed-Treasurer TOA 


