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THE ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING 

OF THE  
TRIDENT OWNERS 
ASSOCIATION 
 
The 45

th
 annual meeting of the Trident Owners 

Association held on 3 March 2012 at The 
Magpie public house, 64 Thames Street, 
Sunbury TW16 6AF starting At 1235. 
  
 

1. Apologies for Absence. 

Apologies from: Alan Hill, Alan Edwards, 

Thomas Wood, Peter & Chris Ives, David 

Warner, Steve Mihill, and David 

Blackburn. 

 

2. Commodore’s Address 

The Commodore welcomed the Members 

attending and said he still felt privileged to be 

the Commodore of such a close and friendly 

organisation. 

3. Minutes of the last AGM 

The minutes of the last AGM had been published 

(unapproved) and had been distributed before the 

meeting. As there were no objections or 

comments it was proposed by Bob Doe and 

seconded by Tom Dixon that the Minutes be 

approved as a true record. The proposal was 

passed unanimously.  

4. Matters Arising  

The Hon Secretary reported as follows: 

Boat Data Base: This had been completed and 

was available on request. It could not be put on 

the website due to Data Protection Act 

restrictions. 

Location of Tridents: This had just been 

completed and would become available on the 

‘members only’ website. 

Role of area reps: After some informal 

discussions with committee members it was 

decided that the proposed survey was not 

necessary as it was unlikely to produce any 

results that differed widely from another recent 

survey. The existing Reps were prepared to carry 

on, there was no cost to the TOA and when 

interest in rallies etc. revives they will already be 

in place without having to appoint someone. 

5. Treasurers Report 

The Hon Secretary reported that the Treasurer 

Alan Edwards had resigned.   He had a very 

demanding job in the police force and 

unfortunately could not, in the end, give 

sufficient time to the Treasurer’s position.Due to 

a computer problem and delayed mail the 

accounts could not be presented at the meeting. 

Furthermore, they had not been audited. The 

treasurer’s notes on the accounts were available 

however and showed that the finances are in a 

healthy state with a small surplus for the year. 

(see Appendix 1) 

6. Secretary’s Report 

The secretary reported that the Association has 

148 members, and, they have between them 117 

Tridents which is, encouragingly 6 up on last 

year.  There were still problems with people 

selling their boats and not informing the 

association, so that the opportunity to recruit 

another member is lost.  

The increasing use of e-bay has also increased 

the difficulty in getting members as it is often 

impossible to find who is selling, at least with a 

boatyard sale an information pack could be sent 

with a request to give it to the new owner. 

Tony Furminger said that he had enjoyed being 

secretary and meeting many members at various 

functions over the years. He thanked Bob, Jan 

and Chris for all the help they had given him 

during his time as secretary. 
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Lunch after the AGM: from left, John Whitely, Howard Jackson, Chris Tabor, Bob 
Doe, Tom Dixon and Chris Dixon (Photos Tony Furminger) 

7. Communications report 

Bob Doe reported, on behalf of himself and Jan, 

that the usual four issues of the Trident News had 

been produced as required. Costs were a 

consideration so colour printing was kept to a 

minimum. Acknowledgements were given to 

Chris Tabor who prints and distributes the 

newsletter. 

The website received some 19,517 visitors since 

the last AGM. Most visitors came direct though 

some came from a PBO link or via e-bay 

adverts. The online Manual was also proving 

popular with members (it has restricted access) 

being viewed 2,362 times in the last year. 

It is proposed to revise the website in the near 

future to make it easier to operate and more TOA 

self-sufficient . 

The Trident Facebook Group is an open group 

that has 35 members most of whom are TOA 

members. It has produced much useful 

information. 

The full Communications Report is included 

with these minutes as Appendix 2.  

8. Election of Vice President 

It was proposed by Bob Doe and seconded by 

Marian Quantrell that Chris Tabor be elected 

Vice President.  In his address Bob said that the 

honour of vice president should be bestowed on 

someone who has provided long and outstanding 

service to the TOA, who 

continues to act as an 

ambassador for the 

association and who has 

earned the respect and 

affection of the members. 

Chris fitted this definition 

better than anyone. 

Chris joined the TOA in 

1987, having beautifully 

restored Skerry of Arne, 

which had been a victim 

of the 1987 hurricane.  

He became Hon. Sec. in 

1994 and held the post for 

10 years with such 

enthusiasm and energy 

that by the end of his 

tenure membership had 

increased by 50% 

Later, after the then 

secretary resigned 

unexpectedly,  Chris came to the association’s 

rescue by taking over again and holding the post 

until Tony Furminger was elected. 

As well as this Chris has, for most of this time, 

organised the TOA regalia, housed the 

association photocopier, and printed and 

distributed Trident News.  

Marian Quantrell also reminded the meeting that 

for much of the time Chris was encouraged, 

supported, and helped by his late wife Brenda. 

This honour will reflect on her as well as Chris. 

The proposal was put to the meeting and was 

approved unanimously  

9. Elections 

The following committee members have 

resigned: Tony Furminger( Hon. Sec.) and Alan 

Edwards (Treasurer)  

Honorary Secretary:  Howard Jackson 

proposed by Tony Furminger and 

seconded by Lou Milsted-Williamson  

The proposal was approved unanimously  

Honorary Treasurer:  After some 

discussion Lou Milstead-Williamson 

agreed to take on the post as well as that 

of Commodore. This was formally 

proposed by Chris Tabor and seconded 

by Tom Dixon. 

The proposal was approved unanimously  
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Good food, good company and a great view. Left to right: Jon and Jean Reed, Marian and Dave Quantrell 

APPENDIX 1 

Hon Treasurers Report March 2012  

As in previous years, the same simplified method of 

accounting has been used. 

The total assets of the TOA at the end of 2011 were 

£3,472.10 of which £664.99 was in the Santander 

current account and £2,895.45 was in the Santander 

deposit account. The value of regalia was £363.10. 

The interest on the deposit account remained low at 

£2.67 due to the continuing low Bank Rate. 

The excess of income over expenditure is shown as 

£107.29 whereas the previous year was a deficit of 

£75.83. However no web fees have been received 

and although these are relatively small they would 

reduce this surplus. 

Subscriptions are the main source of income at 

£1,484, a slight increase on last year. 

The newsletter costs (excluding) postage have risen 

from £630.64 in 2010 to £987.82 in 2011.  

Tony has done an excellent job in contacting those 

members who were still paying £8 (or £2 or £12!) as, 

at the start of 2012, the number has fallen 

dramatically. There are also 11 people paying £8 by 

standing order who do not appear on the membership 

list.  Presumably these are ex-members who have 

omitted to cancel their standing orders or may have 

generously left them but it will be necessary to 

contact them to establish which it is. 

The other items of expenditure are hopefully 

straightforward.                              Alan Edwards 

The committee: The other members of 

the committee (Nigel Dyson, Jack 

Miller, and Chris Tabor) were willing 

to continue. It was proposed by Jon 

Reed and seconded by Tony 

Furminger that they be re-elected. 

The proposal was approved unanimously  

10. Regional Reports 

There were no regional Reports 

11. Any Other Business 

It was agreed that in view of both the 

secretary and treasurer being new in their 

posts Tony Furminger would liaise with them 

both to help create a smooth transition. 

 

12. Presentations 

The Marcon Trophy had been won this year 

by David Watson. Unfortunately he was 

unable to attend due to a previously arranged 

family commitment in Bristol. The trophy 

will be presented to him as soon as possible. 

On behalf of the Trident Owners’ Association 

Lou Milsted-Williamson presented Tony 

Furminger with an inscribed glass tankard in 

thanks for his work as secretary. Tony 

thanked the Association and thanked all those 

on the committee who had helped to make his 

time in office so enjoyable.  

 

The meeting closed at 1305 
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APPENDIX 2 

Communications Report  

Trident News: This year we have again 

produced 4 issues of Trident News according 

to the agreed schedule (Feb, May, August 

and November) thanks to the unstinting 

efforts of Chris Tabor who does all the hard 

work involved in printing and distributing 

the newsletter. Chris's commitment 

continues to save the association a great deal 

of money over the cost of commercial 

printing. And due to the deal he has managed 

to do on bulk postage rates through local 

family contacts, he also saves us a substantial 

amount on postage. 

Pagination: We again produced a total of 98 

pages of Trident News over the year. Of these, 

13 pages were printed in colour (compared with 

11 last year). We would like to produce more 

pages in colour. But each colour page costs 

about fifteen times as much as a black and white 

one. So we limit colour to keep costs down. We 

are extremely grateful to all who have made 

contributions to the newsletter this year, 

especially the Marcon log entries. 

TOA Website: Since last year’s AGM the TOA 

website has had 19,517 unique visitors who 

between them accessed 193,000 

pages. Most visits resulting 

from online searches find the 

site via Google but a number of 

visitors come to the site as a 

result of links on other websites. 

In January 2012, for example, we had 48 visits 

as a result of links on the PBO forum and 180 

visitors as a result of links to Trident24.com in e-

bay advertisements.  Increasing numbers viewed 

the site using a mobile phone or other handheld 

device such as an I-pad.  

There is some evidence that the website plays an 

important part in recruiting new members, with 

some new owners even telling us they bought a 

Trident as a result of what they read on the 

website. The members-only section of the TOA 

website seems to be visited by TOA members 

between 60-70 times a month. 

Online Owner’s Manual: The experimental 

online version of the Trident Owners Manual – 

which unlike the TOA website is restricted to 

TOA members – has been viewed 2,362 times by 

members since it was launched after last year’s 

AGM. On average it is viewed about six times a 

day with a record day in May 2011 of 107 visits.  

TOA website revisions: There are some 

problems with the main website as it is currently 

set up. The way it is constructed means that it 

requires skills in website operation and computer 

languages that we do not possess. As a result, we 

do not have full control over the contents of the 

website. For instance, while any member can 

place an advert on the Trident ‘for sale’ page, we 

are not able to modify that advert if (as happens) 

the member wants to reduce the price or change 

the details. Nor are we even able to remove the 

advert when the boat is sold. For those 

operations we have to ask John Williams, the 

original webmaster who set up the site, to 

perform these changes. He has generously 

always done this for us. But we will in the year 

ahead make proposals to the committee on the 

way the site should be redesigned and operated 

in future in order: 

· to make the TOA more self-sufficient 

· to develop new member services on the site 

· to take account of the trend towards greater 

mobile phone access 

· to integrate the website and online owner’s 

manual 

· to produce a site that any ordinary TOA 

member could operate in future using basic 

computing skills. 

Work is already underway on a modified TOA 

website.  Its purpose remains to: 

· promote the TOA and the Trident 24 and  

· provide online services to TOA members. 

Trident 24 Facebook Group: This open group 

has 35 members, most of whom are TOA 

members. It has produced some lively online 

discussions by current, former and would-be 

Trident owners including two in Australia.  It has 

produced useful photographs and information 

that we would not otherwise have obtained and 

helped track down unknown owners of Tridents 

who have then been offered membership. 

Bob and Janet Doe 


